46          THE HEAKT OF BUDDHISM
XXXVI
COMPASSION
(Sutta Nipata, 148-9.)
As, recking nought of self, a mother's love Enfolds and cherishes her only son, So through the world let thy compassion move And compass living creatures every one, Soaring and sinking in unfettered liberty, Free from ill-will, purged of all enmity !
NOTE
Buddhaghos"a, the great commentator of the fourth century A. D., commenting upon this passage, gives a beautiful analysis of a mother's love for her son :
Her yearning over the infant is Mettd, benevolence : her longing for his recovery from sickness is Karunu, pity: her joy at his growing powers is Mudita, sympathy : and her attitude of detachment when ho is .married and has a home of his own is UpekJui, non-interference.
A very fair idea of what Buddhism moans by lovo may bo gathered from this passage and from Nos. XLVIII and XLIX.